174     THE ARCHITECTURE OF CENTRAL JAVA

Among the Dieng temples Candi Bima (PL 1, Fig. 1) or
Vrkodara deserves more particular notice as it differs in many
respects from the standard type. The ground plan is almost
square, the front and back sides being 16 and the other two
sides about 14 ft. in length. There are projections in the
centre of the three side-walls while the vestibule is fairly
large, with a projection of about 6J ft. and width of
about 1H ft.

The niche, on one side, is provided with Kala-Makara
ornament, and the side-posts of all the niches are ornamented ;
but otherwise, the flat walls of the three sides are severely
plain. The cornice rests on a double-ogee moulding, the upper
of which is teethed or indented with small beam-ends, while
below it, and just above the flat panels, there is a projecting
course decorated with garland motive.

The special characteristic of the temple, however, lies in
its roof. The first stage of the roof is a repetition of the
base-mouldings, the upper ogee moulding being decorated
with double lotus-petal motive. Above the cornice of this is
a plain ogee moulding, a low flat band, and an upper ogee
decorated with double lotus-petal. We have thus a repetition
of the main features of the first stage though on a very small
scale,

The second stage of the roof which springs up imme-
diately above these, is characterised by a double row of three
arched niches on each side, one such double row being on
the projection, and one on each side of it. The niches on
the side also occupy the corner, thus leaving very little of
the plain part of the roof exposed. The four niches in each
corner may thus be viewed as a whole as forming a corner
turret, and it is surmounted by a very short round column
ending in two round courses. From the lower of these hangs
a garland, and the upper supports a lotus cushion.

The third stage of the roof is similar to the first stage,
though the upper ogee moulding has got a single, not double
lotus-petal, with a garland hanging beneath. But the most